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THE ADVOCATE OJ PEACE. 



feet right to do this, so long as they do it in a peace- 
ful and orderly way, just as our own or any other 
people have the right to do. 

If we want war with Germany, if we desire to see 
the German colony in Southern Brazil revolt and set 
up the standard of the Fatherland, if we wish to pro- 
mote the growth of Pan-Germanism and unify it 
into a grasping world-organization strong enough to 
strike us and our commerce a disastrous blow, let us 
by all means at once increase the number of our 
alarmist Germanophobes and keep them continually 
talking war. Germany is not a nation to be scared 
off the sea by the mere talk of big fleets or by the 
fleets themselves. Challenges will only make her 
the more bold and aggressive. But if we wish to 
have her friendship and her cooperation in advancing 
the higher interests of humanity, let us have the good 
sense to abstain from provoking her by the everlast- 
ing imputation of bad motives, and let us frankly 
assist her in making her commerce as extensive and 
prosperous as possible. In this way we shall render 
both our commerce and our peace much more secure 
than if we stupidly provoked her to dispute with 
us by arms both our commercial and our political 
power. 

Is the Hague Court now Open to All the 
Nations of the World ? 

There is one fact connected with the appearance of 
Venezuela before the Hague Court, in the preferen- 
tial treatment case, that is of the greatest signifi- 
cance, but has as yet received practically no attention. 
This fact is brought out strongly though somewhat 
indirectly in the instructive article by Hon. Wayne 
MacVeagh in the December North American Review 
on " The Value of the Venezuela Arbitration." 

It will be remembered that Venezuela is not a 
party to the Hague Convention, and has no repre- 
sentatives in the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 
The Convention is what is ordinarily considered a 
closed convention, to which others may be admitted 
only at the will of the signatory powers. None of 
the South American States, though a treaty of adhe- 
rence to the Hague Conventions was signed by their 
representatives at Mexico City, have as yet been 
admitted as parties to the Conventions. 

The appearance of Venezuela, therefore, before the 
Court, in company with ten of the powers — five of 
them powers of the first rank — which are parties to 
the Convention under which it was established, is of 
extraordinary interest. She had no technical right 
to appear at the bar of the tribunal. The signatory 
powers might have refused to let her come. The 
fact that they allowed her to do so, raising, so far as 
we remember, no objections whatever, is certain to 
have far-reaching consequences. 

Mr. MacVeagh considers the value of the Venezuela 



arbitration to consist not chiefly in the nature of the 
question to be decided, - — though this he does not 
underrate, — but in the fact that it will " increase the 
dignity and enlarge the usefulness of the great Court 
of Peace," that it will extend more fully the reign of 
law and justice in the relations of the European 
nations to the South American republics, prevent 
aggression and violence against them, and thus con- 
tribute very materially to the pacific development of 
Central and South America. 

If this is a true interpretation, or marks out the line 
of a true interpretation, of the value of this arbitra- 
tion, as we are inclined to think it does, then the con- 
clusion is inevitable that the Hague Court, through 
the action of the ten signatory powers in appearing 
before its bar with an outside power on terms of 
equality, is now finally open to all Ihe nations of 
Central and South America, and indeed of all the 
world. Any one of them may ask any signatory 
government, or any other with which it may have a 
controversy, to go to The Hague for settlement, with 
reasonable assurance that no technical advantage will 
be taken of the fact that it is not yet a party to the 
convention in order to exclude it from a hearing be- 
fore this great tribunal. 

It is true that the Venezuela arbitration is only a 
single case ; but it is a case of such character, be- 
cause of the number of nations taking part in it, as 
will go a long way to establish a precedent which 
it will not be easy hereafter to set aside. It will be 
difficult ever again to close the tribunal to any appel- 
lant whatever. 

The opening of the Court in this indirect way to 
the whole family of nations means even more than if 
it had occurred in a formal and technical way, as will 
doubtless be the case in any event before many years. 
This extension of the sphere of the Permanent Inter- 
national Court in this way without any formal action 
is in harmony with the manner in which law and the 
institutions of law have always spontaneously ex- 
tended themselves so as to cover new and contiguous 
ground. It is, furthermore, an impressive evidence of 
the increasing power of the sense of justice and 
equity in the international sphere where heretofore - 
brutal violence and lawlessness have held such large 
sway. It is at bottom this enlarged sense of justice 
and right which is bringing the new World Court 
into such rapid use, and will in a comparatively brief 
period extend its authority and beneficent influence, 
not only theoretically, but also actually, over the 
whole sphere of international activities. 



As we go to press war and peace are hanging in 
the balance in the Far East, and it is uncertain which 
end of the scales will go down. We are not yet with- 
out hope that a peaceful solution will be reached, 
though one can almost hear already the death-angel 
beating his ponderous wings over the ill-fated scene. 



